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Hashtag activism refers to the act of showing support for a cause 
through a like, share, etc. on any social media platform

###



At New Hope we see such courage day in and day out, survivors who begin to find their voices and 
speak their truth.  And really, that is what we are about at New Hope, speaking truth to power “to 
create communities free from violence and exploitation.” 

I hope you will take a moment to look through our FY18 Annual Report.  Aside from the various 
quantitative numbers, you will read stories of those who have made the journey from victim to 
survivor.  While the numbers have been and continue to be impressive, it’s the stories that are both 
humbling and awe-inspiring.  

On behalf of all of the survivors we have served, I offer my thanks for your generous support.  Your 
commitment is vital as we seek to build on the energy and the public discourse related to the  
movement. Our staff will continue to work around the clock to reduce intimate partner violence and to 
respond to the growing community needs for our services so that intimate partner violence is never 
again perpetrated and/or tolerated.  

#1Thing we want you to know is that we won’t stop working until every person lives free from 
violence.

I invite you to join us through your continued financial support, in-kind goods and services, 
volunteering and any other creative ideas you may have. 

With gratitude,
Warmly, 

Marcia Szymanski

Dear Friends,

#MeToo.  

It’s the hashtag movement that exploded into the public sphere 
about a year ago.  At New Hope, we have heard those words, or 
some representation of those words since our inception in 1979.  
Last fall, we saw a huge spike in survivors finding the courage to 
call our hotline, to come to our offices and/or to engage in our 
services – evidence that movements such as #MeToo are 
breaking down stigmas. 

Consider just this one call, a young man who broke through the 
shame of abuse and found the courage to pick up the phone and 
call our hotline seeking help to heal the trauma of sexual abuse he 
experienced at his private school as a young child. 



New Hope Board of Directors (FY18)
Ruthie Withers, Esq. President Coogan, Smith, LLP

Michael Aniceto, CPA, MST Vice-President Treeful Damaso Aniceto, Inc.

Tony Gallo Treasurer Gallo Moving and Storage 

Lisa Nelson Secretary Office of Congressman Joe Kennedy III

April Cabrera Board Member Bristol County District Attorney's Office

Attiya Chaudary Board Member NCAS Learning Center 

Rodney S. Clark Board Member Bristol Community College

Jay M. Elias, Esq. Board Member Dyer-Lake Funeral Home 

Colleen Hughes-Paterno Board Member Milford School Counselor

Wendy Mota-Kasongo Board Member Connecticut Coalition Against Domestic Violence

Rich Terry Board Member Bristol County Savings Bank 

Ruben Warren Board Member Penn National 

Total Support & Revenue	                                                 2,823,223 
Total Expenses	                                                            2,749,746                   
Excess/(Deficit) of Support & Revenue over Expenses          73,477 
	
Net Assets - 7/1/2017	                                                 1,250,028 
Addition/(Reduction) in Net Assets	                                73,477 
Net Assets - 6/30/18	                                                 1,323,505       
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#SlutShaming  
When Mr. X asked to sleep on my couch that night because he was too intoxicated to drive home 
safely after a friends and family cookout, I didn’t think anything of it.  We had known each other 
for years and shared countless hours talking about everything from addiction recovery to debates 
about religion and parenting styles.  The normal things that friends discuss over time.  I went to 
bed in my bedroom with the door shut, setting my alarm for the morning.  Long before my alarm 
went off, I woke up with Mr. X on top of me.  I asked what he was doing and quickly realized 
what his intent was.  I yelled at him to stop and get off, he was hurting me.  He did hurt me.  I 
was bruised in places that should never see bruises.  When I returned home the next day he 
was sitting on my porch, and greeted me like nothing was wrong.  I told him to leave.  He asked 
why - when I told him he was disgusting and if he didn’t leave I was going to call the police, he 
laughed.  He told me I had always wanted it.  That I was always so nice and we got along so 
well, he assumed I was inviting him to my body when I agreed to let him stay ON MY COUCH.  
When I reminded him that I was screming NO and struggling he told me that I seemed like the 
type who likes it rough.  It took me 3 years to talk about it.  It took me another year to file a police 
complaint.  But now it’s on record.  Now Mr. X has to register wherever he goes. There’s a good 
chance that record will stop someone else from being hurt.  #BelieveSurvivors - It’s been 8 years 
now and I still feel like it was last night.  Trauma doesn’t care about a clock.     

1941 participants were assisted when 
seeking an order of protection in court. 

3488 callers contacted our 24 hour 
emergency hotline. 

614 participants recieved advocacy after a 
domestic incident with police involvement.

56 adults and children found safety in  
emergency shelter while they rebuilt their 
lives.

The Stories 
Behind the 

Hashtags



#WhyIStayed
We were one week away from celebrating our 5 year anniversary, and he punched me in the 
head one day while I was driving the car.  We were having a minor argument, I’m not even sure 
about what.  What I do remember is being in such shock that I was just hit.  Never once prior to 
this did he lay his hands on me in anger, there were no warnings, no indicators or “red flags” as 
they say.  He cried like a baby.  He put his arms around me and told me “I have no idea why I 
did that.”  We had a life together, plans and goals together, we shared everything.  I told myself, 
everybody should be allowed one mistake, right?.  The next time he hit me, it caused a bleed 
in my brain.  I didn’t know how serious it was until I was rushed to the hospital after passing 
out at work.  I ended up needing surgery, and I needed him - he took care of the house and 
the kids and the day to day while I was recovering.  Soon his aggression reared it’s ugly head. 
Everything was my fault, I stressed him out.  I was a nag and a slut.  The third time he hurt me 
he grabbed my face, leaving finger bruises on both cheeks, and he told me that he could kill 
me.  Thats #WhyILeft, because I knew it wasn’t that he could kill me, just a matter of when he 
would.   

968 participants received counseling and 
community based advocacy last year.

13,614 participants attended prevention 
education workshops. 

We would be lost without 149 volunteers and  
interns who donate almost 4,000 hours of time, talent 

and enthusiasm! 



#Prevention
My company offers programming throughout the year that focuses on family health issues.  I 
decided to attend the workshop on relationships and bystander support because I was pretty 
sure that my sister was being hurt by her husband and hiding it from me.  I walked out of the 
cafeteria after the workshop a changed man.  At first, I was ashamed, and horrified, because in 
that workshop I started to look at my own relationship and it seemed like there was a big 
possibility that I was a victim of abuse from my partner.  It took me 3 weeks to work up the 
nerve to contact the hotline.  It’s very hard to admit that I was a victim.  I was taught to never 
raise my hand to a woman, but no one ever told me that a woman shouldn’t put her hands on 
me.  I had convinced myself that my wife was high tempered and passionate and expressed 
herself physically.  In reality, I was experiencing physical, sexual and verbal abuse.  My biggest 
reality check was the realization that my children were witnessing all of the abuse, and would 
think that this was what a marriage should look like.  I was so ashamed that I had allowed my 
children to see me stay and get treated so poorly.  #MenAreVictimsToo and there should be no 
shame in coming forward.  Now that I’m self aware and working on healing, I see that my chil-
dren look at me with new eyes.  They are proud of me, and there is no greater gift.  One day, I’ll 
speak publicly to help other men find their voices.  

199 families received supervised visitation 
services at the MJ Leadenham Center

171 participants attended abuse prevention 
classes to learn from past behaviors and 
prevent future violence. 



Linda Travers
Lisa & Larre Nelson
Lloyd G. Balfour Foundation, 
  Bank of America, 
  N.A. Trustee
Lorraine Conrad
Lovern Gordon
LuLaRoe by Allisyn & Liz
Mansfield Bank 
Mansfield Children’s Center
Mansfield Women Of 
  Today, Inc.
Marcia Szymanski 
  and Sharon Friedman
Margaret Morrissey 
Marlene Sparks
Marshall Katler
Mary Connolly
Mary Ellen Murphy
Mary K. Flynn
Mary Phillips
Maximus Foundation
Melanie Santos
Melissa Gilbody
Michael Aniceto
Michael Carroll
Michael Franco
Michael Paterno
Michelle Lundquist
Mike Kerrigan
Mike White
Milford National Bank 
  and Trust Company
Milford Rotary Club
Mister Sister
MyFM 101.3
Nancy Ling
New England Controls
New England Tire 
Nick Darbeloff
Noreen Kiff
Norm/Janine Guillette
Original Congregational  
  Church of Wrentham
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Page Chiropractic Webster
Paula Mercier
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  Memorial  Library
Philip Czachorowski
Plainridge Park Casino
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Rich Terry
Richard Plumb
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Rockland Trust 
  Women of Action
Ron Jacob
Rotary Club of Foxboro, Inc.
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Ruthanne and Steve Withers
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Sandra Roberts
Sarah Francomano
Savers Bank
Scott Almeida
Scott Nadow
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Abbigail Shirk
Alice Spears
Allan Murrant
AllCom Credit Union
AllState Foundation
Ally Marketing
Amy Bono
Anna Precourt
Annabelle Merlin
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Anne Linscott
Anonymous
Arthur Kenyon
Assumption College  
  Family Violence Program
Attiya Chaudary
Attleboro Jewelry Makers
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Barbara Clark
Becky Most
Berkley Middle School
Boston Harbor Wealth  
  Advisors
Brandi Cutler
Brigitta Vosu
Bristol County Savings Bank 
Bristol County Savings 
  Charitable Foundation, Inc.
By the Book Bookkeeping
Caitlyn Slowe
Carol Rockwood
Casey Law Offices, P.C.
Catholic Woman’s Club - 
  St. Mary’s Church
Charles Piper
Christine L. Greenhalge
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Community Legal Aid, Inc.
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Daniel LeBrun
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Dean Bank
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Deborah Newbill
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Diane Collins
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Donald McChesney
Donna Robillard
Dr. and Mrs. John Kulig
Dudley Women’s Club
Edmund Clavette
Edward Connelly
Egidia Vergano
Elaine Thibault
Ellen Quinn
F. Thomas and Patricia  
  D. Westcott Foundation
Federated Church  
  of Norfolk
Fidelity Charitable Gift 
  Fund
First Congretional Church  
  - Milford

Thanks to our generous supporters...
Foxboro Lions Club
Foxborough Regional 
  Charter School
Frances Witham
Francis Nolan
Francis Saba
Franklin Federated Church
Franklin Square House  
  Foundation, Inc.
Friends of Beth 
  Scholarship Fund
Gabrielle Alan 
Gail Colella
Gallo Moving & Storage
Gebelein Foundation
Gilmore Insurance
Goodluck Towers 
  Entertainment
Grace Episcopal Church
Greater Worcester  
  Community Foundation
Greg and Kathy Spier
Grove Street Family
  Properties
H. U. G. S. Foxboro
Harbor One Credit Union
HarborOne Foundation
Harry & Beatrice Fisher  
  Memorial Foundation
Heather Hendrick
Heather Wright
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  Security, Inc.
HUGS Sharon, Inc.
Impact Custom Apparel
Irene Kozdrowski
J. Lorraine Brown
Jackie Anderson
Jacob Edwards Library
Jacqueline LeDoux
Jane Wilson
Janet Richardi
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Jeanette Rosolowski
Jeff Nelson
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Jessica Katz
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Karen Quaiel
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Katherine Light
Kathleen Pinches
Kelly Fox
Kelly Jones
Kevin Goffe
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Laura Mann
Laurence Brown
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Lawrence Ng Family 
  Foundation
Leslie Farrow
Lillian Cohen
Linda Sullivan

If you have accidentally been excluded from this list, please accept our sincere apologies.  Contact the development office, and your information will be 
corrected on our digital report. 

Sensata Technologies
Sensata Technologies  
   Foundation Inc.
Sharon Magliozzi
Sheila Mancuso
Ship Shape Fitness
Sin Mei Ko
Spiers Family Foundation
Stacey Wall
Stacy Malone
Starr Indemnity & 
  Liability Company
Stephen Patton
Steve Banks
Student Alumni Association
Sue Rando
Susan Bourgeois
Susan Sussman and 
  Dr. David Ammerman
Susan Toronto
Susan Winter
Suzane Harrington
Suzanne Lewandowski
The English Department 
  at Foxborough 
  High School
The Kuldeep Rana Fund
Tim Holick
Tina Kiker
Treeful Damaso Aniceto, Inc.
Trelevate LLC
Trevor O’Driscoll
United Way of Greater 
  Attleboro & Taunton
United Way of Greater 
  Plymouth County, Inc.
United Way of 
  Massachusetts Bay 
  and Merrimack Valley
United Way of Southbridge 
  Sturbridge & Charlton, Inc
United Way Of 
  Webster-Dudley
Utility Workers Union of 
  America Local 462C
Valerie Endress
Vantel Pearls, Inc.
Vaughan W. Brown 
  Family Foundation
Wendy Mota-Kasonga
Wheaton College
William Vernon
Wrentham Cooperative 
  Bank

We appreciate the 
many individuals 
who support us by 
attending events, 
donating in-kind 
goods and 
suporting raffles and 
other fundraisers! 



800-323-HOPE (4673)
www.New-Hope.org

   /NewHopeInc

Creating Communities Free from Violence and Exploitation

Headquarters:
140 Park Street - Attleboro, MA
Offices in Milford, Southbridge, Taunton 

and Worcester - By appointment


